User Guide for Macs
ebooks and audiobooks
from your library
Washington Anytime Library
Your Bellingham Public Library card is the key to access thousands of ebooks and audiobooks in the Washington Anytime Library. This digital collection has fiction and nonfiction titles for children, teens, and adults. Download or stream books on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or newer eReader. Get started now!

How borrowing Library ebooks and audiobooks works
•

Ebooks and audiobooks circulate like other library materials. The library owns a copy or copies of each
title and they are checked out to one borrower at a time.

•

If a title is available, you can check out the item right away.

•

If a title is checked out, you can place it on hold. OverDrive no longer offers automatic checkout of
holds. You will be notified by email when your title is available, and then you have three days to check
it out. You will also be notified by an in-app menu badge.

•

You choose how long you check out a title: 7, 14, or 21 days. Audiobooks and ebooks automatically
expire after the lending period is complete.

•

If you prefer, you can return an ebook or audiobook earlier than the due date.

•

You may have 5 titles (ebooks and audiobooks) checked out at a time, and 8 holds pending at a time.

•

Library ebooks and audiobooks are accessed from the Washington Anytime Library online
collection. The software and apps are provided by the OverDrive company.

Options for Macs
Access to Washington Anytime Library content with a Mac is too complex to be adequately covered in this
User Guide. Instead, the following options indicate how to get detailed instructions from OverDrive. Go to
OverDrive Help, www.helpoverdrive.com to access most of the options listed below.

Streaming options (using an internet browser and active internet access)
•

Stream ebooks and audiobooks via Libby. Consult the ‘User Guide for PCs with Libby’ for instructions.

•

Stream ebooks and audiobooks via OverDrive Read and OverDrive Listen. In OverDrive Help type
‘OverDrive Read’ for ebook instructions and ‘OverDrive Listen’ for audiobook instructions.

Downloading options—ebooks
•

Send a Kindle format ebook title to your Kindle device or Kindle app, and use your Amazon account
to complete the process. In OverDrive Help, type ‘Borrowing Kindle Books from you library’

•

Send an EPUB format ebook title to your computer and then transfer it to a compatible ereader. This
option requires installing and authorizing Adobe Digital Editions. In OverDrive Help, type “Install Adobe
Digital Editions on a computer’.
•

Once ADE is installed and authorized, type in OverDrive Help, ‘transfer library books using Adobe
Digital Editions’.

Downloading options—audiobooks
•

If you are using the latest Mac OS (Catalina) you can no longer download audiobooks to your Mac or
transfer them to an MP3 player. The latest MacOS requires all apps to be 64-bit, and the OverDrive
desktop app for Mac is 32-bit.
•

If you are willing to run an older MacOS (10.6-10.14), you will be able to still use OverDrive for Mac
to download, listen to, and transfer MP3 audiobooks. In OverDrive Help, type ‘OverDrive for Mac’.

•

OverDrive no longer offers help content for using this app. The Library does not recommend this
option.
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