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MAY 23-26 SKI-TO-SEA
BOOK SALE

Double the marked price
Preview Sale on
Wed. 5/23 from 3 to 6 p.m.
No admission fee

Thurs. 5/24 - 10am to 8pm
Fri., 5/25 - 10am to 6pm (Half-price sale)
Sat., 5/26 - 10am to 3pm ($3 bag sale)

Message From Our President
Dear Friends,

| would like to thank all of the “Friends” who
donated their time and effort to the book sales thi
year. A big thank-you to all of you. We are a
supportive group bound by our love of books and
enthusiasm for the services we provide to the
library. Due to your generous donation of books,
etc., and your volunteer time we are able to suppor
numerous library programs and projects that in turn
help to enrich our community. Your spirit,
participation and cooperation have been energizing!

Please join us at the 2007 Annual Meeting,
April 21% at 2:00pm. Our special guest speaker
this year will be Bill Dietrich. Bill is a Pulitze
Prize winning journalist, renowned author and
historian. We are indeed honored to have Bill join
us at our annual meeting.

Sadly, Elsie and Richard Zarnowitz have
officially retired from the Friends’ Board. They
together have over 45 years of strong ties with the
Friends. It has been my pleasure and privilege to
work with them. They have been vital to our growth
and devoted volunteers with many aspects of our
organization. Fortunately they plan to remain activ
as volunteers. Please join me in thanking them for
their many years of service on our board.

We are seeking a web-site designer for the
Friends’ web page. If you have that ability, please
call us at 647-6365 ext. 250.

See you at the Annual Meeting!

Christine WalshPresident, Friends of the
Bellingham Public Library

RECENT PURCHASES

Begin with BOOKS.......ccccoovviiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeee, 1,000
Barcode Duplicator...........coooevvviiiiiinicmmeee. 2,020
Children's Library Service Desk.............. 4,000
18 Folding Tables for Lecture Room............. 0,00
Thursday Night Spotlight...................eveees 1,050

B 10 ] 7= | $9,070



LIBRARY and the Fairhaven Friends'

committee are dedicated volunteers who
speak up for libraries in our community and raise
funds for programs and materials. 40 year-round
volunteers do the book sale work and 100+
volunteers work the various book sales. The 7,745
estimated hours of volunteer work at $18.04 per
hour equals $139,719.

FRIENDS OF THE BELLINGHAM

WANTED!
Donations of Books, CDs, Videos

And Audio Tapes

Up to 3 boxes of books, etc, may be left at the
check-out desk at the downtown
library marked "For Friends". Please )\X
call one of the following for pick-up of
larger donations:

Jerry Lawson — 398-2716

Bill Baldwin — 734-3276

Becky Falacy - 733-6719

Garland Richmond - 752-1423
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORITANd
remember — since we are a non-profit charitable
organization, all donations are tax deductible. A
receipt will be furnished upon request.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FOR 2007
Annual Meeting..........cvviiiiiiiieieeeeeen April 21
Ski-to-Sea Book Sale.............cceeeeee Ma$-26
Fall Book Sale..........ccccevvvvvvvvivnnnnnnns Sept 13-16
Fischer Award Program.............cccevevnneeee Nog7
Holiday Book Sale..............ccccccceeeeeien Dec 5-8

he following Used Book Stores have
provided gift certificates for our annual

meeting:

Village Books

Willicakes (children's books)
Michael's Books

Latte Books

Eclipse Bookstore

Cozy Corner Books and Coffee

When you have used book needs, and can't find
what you are looking for at one of our sales, meas
consider patronizing these bookstores.

Friends Support Screen/TV Turn-Off
Week in Bellingham

Report from Vicky Marshall

Last Spring families were encouraged to refrain

from watching TV for one week and

() become acquainted with other things to
A== do around their homes and in their
S \\\‘/;‘:J\ neighborhoods. | wrote a grant to the
8= Bellingham Public School Foundation
for funding to allow families at Roosevelt,
Sunnyland and Larrabee Elementary Schools to
have the Bellingham Parks and Recreation
Department provide two family fun-night activities
and visit several city museums. The Friends are
providing the total cost of the Thursday evening
performance because the event will be open to the
general public and not just the three schools
mentioned.

The program found by Bethany Hoglund from
our Children's Library is "Discover How to Get
Kids to Turn Off the TV and Choose Books!" Could
there possibly be anything more perfect? A quote
from the information flyer on the brochure says:
"Hello, I am Louie Foxx, and | am a professional
children's speaker and entertainer. | have put
together a program called the Reading Is Magic
Show. Thisshow will motivate your kids to read
...guaranteed!"

Because last month's magician, which the
Friends also funded, was so popular that families
had to be turned away, we are asking that Mr. Foxx
do two performances on Thursday, May 10.

| speak for the entire Bellingham community in
thanking the Friends of the Library for their sugpo
of children's programs at the library.

fter two postponements, the library tour to
A Richmond, B.C. finally took place on
March 22. Thirty Bellingham Friends and
library staff people visited the Brighouse (Main),
Ironwood and Cambie Branches of the Richmond
library. We were able to wander through the back
rooms of several of the libraries and talked tarthe
staff members to find out some of the innovative
things going on in their part of the library world.
Everyone enjoyed the day and we look forward
to a trip to another library destination in the
Northwest. We're always open to suggestions, so
please let us know of any fantastic library we
should visit and we’ll try to work it into a toune
of these days.
Thanks to Sally Davenport for coordinating the
trip—and Christine Walsh for keeping us well fed
with snacks on the bus!

without you!

Book Sale Update

The Spring Book Sale set yet another record --48,Thanks go to sale co-chairs Helen and
John Campbell and Catherine Reade for a job weléddhanks, also, to Ruby Larive for

scheduling cashiers--and to the many other volustebo worked at the sale. We couldn't do it

We've changed the format of the book sales, asnauhave noticed at the March sale. Every
sale will have a 3-hour preview sale at doublentiagked price, with all books individually priced.
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Dear Friends:
The library’s 2006 Annual Report is now availabWith your help, this has been a record-breakirayye
Nearly 750,000 people came through our doors 6200
More than 1.2 million items were checked out.
These measures place our two Bellingham libramesng the top circulating libraries in the nation fo
communities our size.

On an annual basis, an average of 16.4 items p@aaae checked out, compared to a State of Waikhin
average of 10.9 — and the National Average of THis is astounding.

On an average day you will find the library buzzimith activity as people seek answers to questifing;
materials to read, listen to, or watch; curl upwatgood book; log on to a computer; or, attendraraunity-
sponsored event in our meeting rooms. This libimeyhub of activity, and serves as a communityere Today,
when new libraries are planned, they are refeweabst‘The Community’s Living Room”, and this is t@énly true
in Bellingham.

Those of us who took the Friends-sponsored busttosgveral Richmond, B.C. libraries witnessed fthiving
room” atmosphere, and the new ways they are marketid merchandising their materials and servittas.
exciting!

We also just saw a wonderful presentation by lidg&shige and Jane Lowrey, library staff members attemded
a “Customer Service” Conference in San Jose, CGaldo Contemporary libraries are destinationskeyrare
customer-focused, and are able to meet the denoare$t-sellers without having customers wait fonths.
Materials are displayed face-out (you really call ‘@ book by its cover” much better than by itgep). Our staff
is learning a lot, and is anxious to put what thieytearned into action. Watch for changes!

Of course, the big news of 2006 was the conclusfdhe site selection process for a new Centraldrib
Concurrently, the Library Board and staff continwageful planning for “comprehensive citywide libra
services”. This planning process encompasses@n®if current library service and future optioasserve all
areas of the community.

We are energized by the challenges presented bgooumunity’s extraordinary library use. While hendor
library resources and services continues to clivoib facilities are stretched to their limits. idtin large part due to
these factors that the library wants to respond,veiti be proposing service improvements and ftiesi
development to better meet the needs of this gpaimd library-loving community in 2007 and beyond.

As you know we are anticipating going to the voferdibrary improvements. A new State Law makes i
necessary for us to have the bond resolution apgrby the City Council by August 21 We will be working hard
(and did | say, enthusiastically?) to keep the muoma going for a November election. While we amgiaus to
move forward on this important project, we neecktim plan carefully and appropriately, with all essary costs
anticipated — this may mean Spring, 2008. We keiéip you posted!

As always, we invite your questions, and your hélpgether with the Library Board of Trustees, &melentire
staff, we thank you for helping Bellingham Publiibtary: share the Power of Information, encouridnge
Discovery of Ideas, promote the Joy of Reading!

Happy reading — and learning!

Pam Kiesner
Library Director



