
Fairhaven 
Branch Library  
Repairs Project 

Waterproofing for the 
next 100 years 

USER SURVEYS 
Your input 

In February, we asked 

the public which 

materials and services 

were most important to 

them.  Over 2,900  

surveys were 

completed.  Survey 

data indicated patrons 

were willing to forego 

Sunday hours and 

extra copies of popular 

titles - useful 

information when 

making difficult budget 

decisions. 

 

 

 

FAREWELL 
Retirements 

Librarian Linda Hodge 

retired in March after 

42 years serving  

patrons on the 

reference desk and 

selecting adult fiction 

materials.  In 

December, Scott 

Blume, Head of 

Childrenõs Services, 

retired after 28 years 

and over 1,000 

storytimes.  Neither 

position was filled in 

2009 due to budget 

constraints. 

After nearly a century 

of water infiltration, 

the Fairhaven  Branch 

Library Repair Project 

got underway in June, 

with crews peeling 

away damaged 

stucco, repairing 

rotten windows, 

replacing beams in 

the Fireplace Room, 

and completely 

rebuilding the front 

entry staircase.  Upon 

closer examination, it 

was determined that 

damage was a result 

of failures to the 

building flashings, 

which were 

systematically 

replaced. 

 

Library staff worked 

with representatives 

from Dawson 

Construction, RMC 

Architects, CCM 

Services and 

numerous 

subcontractors to 

complete the project 

under budget.  

Fairhaven patrons 

continued to return 

library materials to the 

branch via a newly-

installed book return 

near the entrance to 

the parking lot, but 

switched to the 

Central Library or 

Barkley Branch for 

checking out 

materials during the 

closure. 

 

Cost: $1,125,000 

Whatcom READS! Sherman Alexie 

What if everyone in  

Whatcom County read 

the same book? 

 

In 2009, Bellingham Public 

Library partnered with every 

library in Whatcom County 

for the first-ever Whatcom READS! One 

Book Together program.  National 

Book Award-winning author Sherman 

Alexie crossed the county, speaking  

 

about his book The Absolutely 

True Diary of a Part -Time Indian .  

We gave away hundreds of free 

òread and releaseó copies of the 

book, checked out dozens of 

library copies, and hosted 

multiple book discussions and 

other events to enhance our 

understanding of the novel. 


