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Record-breaking year despite budget cuts.

There’s no
was a challenging year for the
library, with several rounds of
budget cuts taking their toll.

By the end of the year, eight
staff positions had been
eliminated, the materials
budget was reduced by 15%,
and open hours decreased by
28 per week. Outreach
deliveries to 210 senior citizens
were discontinued, as were
many popular programs for
children and adults, including
the Thursday Night Spotlight,
Saturday Storytimes, and the
Barkley Author Spotlight.

On the flip side, the public
flocked to the Bellingham
Public Library in record
numbers, with annual visits
topping 900,000 and yearly
circulation at an all -time high
of 1,596,996. That works out to
over 20 items checked out per

guest i oesidenthlatougttih@Qour

community relies on the library
more than ever for technology,
information, and entertainment.

Not all was bleak in 2009:

In February, we conducted a

very successful User Survey with
several thousand responses.
Next, we participated in our first
“One Book, One -Com
style program, Whatcom READS!
and were thrilled by Sherman

Al exie’s visits.
began much -needed repairs on
the Fairhaven Branch Library.

We look forward to brighter
times ahead and thank all who
continue to support the library.

- Pamela Nyberg Kiesner
Library Director

Bellingham
PublicLibrary




